
CURRICULUM AND COMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 11, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting began at 4:33 p.m. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Present:   Ben Kirby, Lisa Kudwa, Margaret Fallow, Eric Kennedy, Jennifer Urtel, Mary Smothers, Monica Zuzow,       

Terry McCreight, Katherine Barnes, Lisa Welch, Sarah Jones, Karen Fisher, Dayna Britton, Kelley Engblom 

Absent:    Ray Metcalf, Dawn Martin 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were none. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Elementary science units, grades 2 and 3  

Mrs. Kudwa stated grades 2 and 3 will have a new Science curriculum next year.  The curriculum will come from 

the same vendor that provided material for grades 4 & 5 last year.  The STEM grant will cover a significant 

amount of the cost for training staff in August.  There will be two additional days of training at the beginning of 

the year.  Mrs. Kudwa provide documents that will be provided for the May 20nd Board of Education meeting.  

Items included were:  recommendations/reports from the SAC committee, costs of materials and an overview 

of curriculum content. 

 Elementary science materials, grade 2 and 3 

Mrs. Kudwa shared that material for the new curriculum will come from Cereal City.   A document was 

provided, showing the cost of the new materials. 

 Middle School Mid and End of Year Assessment pilot 

Mrs. Kudwa explained that a Skylert would be going out to parents letting them know that SLCS would be 

removing Mid-Year and End-of-Year assessments at the Middle Schools beginning this June.  There would still 

be assessments for those courses in the Middle Schools that receive High School credits.  Initially, this was 

slated to take place in the 2019-20 school year but because of the 7 days lost due to inclement weather, the 

NWEA Leadership team and the SAC members felt it would be appropriate to make the change this school year.  

There was concern expressed that 9th graders would not be ready for Mid-Year & End-of-Year assessments if 

this was taken out of the Middle Schools.  There was conversation about making sure that High School staff 

spend time with their students on how to take final exams.  NWEA Leadership team members from different 

departments were present at the meeting.  They expressed that the extra days would give them more time to 

teach and review the material.  They also said that they would still do some type of project/tests during the half 

days.  There was concern about not receiving data points if the exams were removed.  It was mentioned that 

there are several other assessments given throughout the year that provide that information.  Mrs. Welch 

provided information from a survey she decided to send to Middle School Teachers, asking their opinion on the 

removal of the assessments.  The majority responded that they were in favor of the change. 



 Inclement weather school cancellation update 

Mr. Kirby said that the district would be applying for forgiveness for three of the days.  He didn’t feel that there 

would be any problem getting them forgiven.  He felt the completion of school would remain the same with no 

additional days added to the calendar. 

 Spirit of South Lyon feedback 

Mr. Kirby talked about the new publication Spirit of South Lyon and asked for any feedback.  Mrs. Kudwa 
expressed that early Kindergarten registrations may have been higher this year due to the advertisement in the 
Spirit of South Lyon.  As of this date, over 8,000 people had viewed the publication.  The next edition will be 
June 2019. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Board committee communications 

Judy Wiemer had made changes to the calendar on the SLCS website in red.  There was concern that is was still 

difficult to find meeting times and dates.  Ms. Fallow said that she would check with Judy and possibly Barb 

Elliott to see if the changes could be made to the front page of the SLCS website. 

 

OTHER 

 STEM CAMP  

Mrs. Kudwa was excited to announce that bussing will be offered for students attending camp this year.  CITA 

will pay for bussing for the 6th graders attending, Careers Allocation will provide funds for bussing for the 7th & 

8th graders attending.  Childcare will be provided at the site, for families requiring care after camp.  Oakland 

Schools provides one scholarship, per grade, per district for a student in need.  Another scholarship will be 

provided by 31a funding.  Mrs. Kudwa expressed that this would be a great opportunity for our middle school 

students. 

 Countywide Spring Break  

Mr. Kirby said that SLCS’s Spring Break will not change next year to match Oakland County’s break.  The county 

has moved their break up by one week. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 There were none. 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

 April 25  

 May 9 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 


